RECORD OF DECISION

West Corridor Light Rail Project
In Denver and Jefferson Counties, Colorado

1.0 DECISION

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has determined that the requirements of the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) and 49 USC 5324(b)(3) the Federal
Transit Act have been satisfied for the West Corridor Light Rail project located in western
Denver and Jefferson Counties, Colorado. The preferred alternative consists of 12.1-miles
of Light Rail Transit (LRT) from the existing light rail line at Auraria West Station, west
across the South Platte River, then west traversing the existing Associated Railroad right-
of-way between Decatur Street and Quail Street as well as through the Lakewood
Industrial Park, and crossing West 6th Avenue into the Denver Federal Center. West of
the Denver Federal Center, the alignment returns to the north side of West 6" Avenue and
parallels the highway at-grade to the Jefferson County Government Center in Golden. The
LRT Alternative includes the development of twelve stations: Auraria West,
Federal/Decatur, Knox, Perry, Sheridan, Lamar, Wadsworth, Garrison, Oak, Denver Federal
Center, Red Rocks, and Jefferson County Government Center. Parking would be provided
at six of these 12 stations, providing approximately 5,700 parking spaces. This project
was evaluated in the “West Corridor, Final Environmental Impact Statement,” (FEIS)
published by FTA in October 2003.

The project includes purchase of 37 peak light rail vehicles (LRV) and 45 total fleet
vehicles by 2025. The type of LRV to be purchased will be compatible with the current
Regional Transportation District (RTD) fleet of Siemens Duewag SD100 vehicles. Most of
the West Corridor’s alignment will be within an exclusive right-of-way purchased by RTD
from the Associated Railroad and reserved for transit use. The proposed line will cross
various local streets at-grade while arterial streets will be grade-separated crossings. All
at-grade crossings will be in conformance with the Colorado Public Utility Commission’s
(PUC) regulations and the Manual for Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) guidelines.
A new LRV storage and maintenance facility will be constructed for this line. In addition to
the LRT alignment to be constructed, concurrent parallel limited and express bus service
will be redeployed to provide feeder service to the West Corridor line. Further, based upon
current estimates, a total of 308 RTD buses will operate throughout the study area in the
peak period during 2025.

FTA has considered all of the information in the public record, including the West Corridor
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) of 2003, the West Corridor Final
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) of 2003, regulatory and resource agency
coordination, West Corridor Technical Advisory Committee and West Corridor Policy
Advisory Steering Committee input, DEIS public hearing comments and public and agency
review comments on the environmental documents. For reasons set forth in this ROD, the
FTA has determined that the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 have been satisfied for the West Corridor Light Rail Project. This decision pertains to
the preferred alternative as described in the FEIS, and is subject to the mitigation measures
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detailed in Section 5 of the FEIS and summarized in Attachment A of this Record of
Decision.

2.0 BACKGROUND
2.1 Purpose and Need

By 2025, more roadways in the West Corridor and the region will continue to experience
increased congestion and time delay. The current bus transit system, dependent on the
existing roadways, will be seriously impacted by the increased roadway congestion. As a
result, bus transit service will be restricted in its ability to effectively meet travel demand.
Further, the Texas Transportation Institute has ranked Denver as the 3" most congested
region in the nation in their 2003 Urban Mobility Report. East-west travel patterns include
residents from the developing mountain communities and western suburbs traveling to the
downtown Denver, the Denver Tech Center, and other subregional areas.

The West Corridor LRT project parallels West 6™ Avenue, one of the most congested
highways in the Denver region. West 6™ Avenue currently carries the second highest
traffic volumes in the region, second only to Interstate 25, the Denver region’s primary
north-south freeway. By 2025, West 6™ Avenue will be required to absorb an additional
20 percent increase in traffic. Further, an additional 1.0 million people are expected to
reside in the metro area by 2025. W.ithin the corridor itself, population and employment
are expected to increase by 32 percent and 34 percent respectively by 2025.

The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) has not included widening of West 6"
Avenue as part of their recently developed Strategic Investment Plan. Widening of this
roadway is not in the Denver Regional Council of Government’s (DRCOG) MetroVision
2020 Plan, the Regional Transportation Plan, the region’s Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP), the Statewide TIP, nor in any of the affected municipalities’” comprehensive
plans or transportation plans. Further, this facility cannot be widened without severe
neighborhood and business impacts including extensive acquisition and relocation (180 +),
environmental justice impacts, as well as 4(f) impacts.

2.2 MIS Process

A West Corridor Major Investment Study was completed in 1997. The West Corridor MIS
evaluated a wide range of transportation solutions to respond to the growing mobility
problems in the corridor. During the MIS, various LRT alignments were considered from
downtown Denver to the Denver Federal Center including: Alameda Avenue, West 6™
Avenue, and West Colfax Avenue. These alternatives were eliminated because they were
not responsive to travel patterns and low land use density (Alameda); and had significantly
more right-of-way acquisition and displacements in environmental justice neighborhoods;
and lower cost-effectiveness (Colfax and 6™ Ave.). The MIS identified light rail along the
Associated Railroad right-of-way as the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA), With input




