’ w Property Acquisition
“/ and Relocation

QUESTIONS & RESPONSES ABOUT PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS
AND RELOCATION

1. WHEN DOES RTD ACQUIRE THE PROPERTY FOR A PROJECT?

Acquisition of the property does not start until the project is funded and approved. Once
funding and approval are in place, property acquisition is planned and conducted in
accordance with the project schedule.

2. WHAT REQUIREMENTS DOES RTD FOLLOW TO ACQUIRE PROPERTY
FOR AN APPROVED PROJECT?

RTD’s property acquisition must comply with the requirements of several state and federal
statutes and regulations, the most important of which 1s the federal Unzform Relocation
Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended (Uniform Act). The
Uniform Act was enacted to assure that people who are subject to property acquisition are
treated fairly and equitably.

3. WHAT LIMITS THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT TO ACQUIRE PRIVATE
PROPERTY?

The Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution states that property shall not “be
taken for public use, without just compensation.” Just compensation means payment of fair
market value.

4. WHAT ARE SOME OF THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE UNIFORM ACT?

The Uniform Act generally requires fair market value appraisals, appraisal review, written
offers, and good faith negotiations for properties to be acquired. It also requires relocation
benefits to be offered to eligible persons or businesses displaced by a property acquisition.

5. HOW DOES THE UNIFORM ACT PROTECT PEOPLE WHO MUST BE
DISPLACED FOR A PROJECT?

The Uniform Act requires planning to understand the circumstances of displacees and to
insure that properties are available for displacees, relocation assistance advisory services,
timely notification of relocation benefits, certain minimum tume frames to allow relocation,
and uniform provision of benefits to persons and businesses being displaced.
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