
July 2016 
 

Welcome to Inside FasTracks -- your monthly update about FasTracks news, progress and people 
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FasTracks News 
B Line opened July 25, public invited to stations parties this Saturday 
New commuter rail service to Westminster offers more connections 

 
Six new miles of commuter rail service now connects Denver’s Union Station with the community of 
Westminster. 

On July 25, passengers were treated to free rides 
on the fast, convenient commuter rail trains which 
run between downtown Denver and the new 
Westminster Station at West 71st Avenue and 
Hooker Street. 

From the Westminster Station, riders can now 
connect to RTD bus routes 31 and 72; as well as rail 
lines at Union Station including the University of 
Colorado A Line, the C, E and W light rail lines, local 
and regional buses, and the Free MallRide and Free 
MetroRide. 

The ride from 
Union Station to Westminster is 11 minutes. Trains run every 30 
minutes, 6-9 a.m. and 3-6 p.m., Monday through Friday, and every 
60 minutes all other times. 

A public grand-opening event is scheduled 2-6 p.m., Saturday, July 
30 at Union Station; with a 5:30 p.m. art dedication ceremony at 
Westminster Station, followed by a party 6-10 p.m.  Family festivities 
will include fireworks, live music, food vendors, beer garden and a 
carnival. The public can ride the B Line and all RTD rail lines, free 
Saturday from 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

The B Line is the second electric commuter rail line to operate in the 
Denver metro area. It follows the University of Colorado A Line to 
Denver International Airport, which began service April 22. 
Additionally, the Flatiron Flyer, RTD’s bus rapid transit line, opened 
in January. Two more FasTracks transit lines--the G Line to Wheat 
Ridge and the R Line through Aurora--are scheduled to open this 
year. 

http://www.rtd-denver.com/b-line.shtml


The B Line is part of the Eagle P3 project, the nation's first full public-private partnership for transit. 
Eagle P3 is a $2.2 billion project, which includes local RTD taxes combined with a $1.03 billion federal 
grant and $450 million from Denver Transit Partners, the 34-year concessionaire that will build, operate 
and maintain the trains. 

The first completed 6.2miles of the B Line are part of the proposed 41-mile rail line that eventually will 
serve Broomfield, Louisville, Boulder and Longmont. Construction of the remainder from Westminster to 
Longmont will begin when funding becomes available. 

G Line scheduled for fall opening 

Testing is underway on the commuter rail line to Wheat Ridge 

 
Residents in north Denver, Adams County, 
Arvada and Wheat Ridge will soon be able 
to connect to downtown Denver in 25 
minutes or less. 

When complete, electric commuter rail 
trains will carry passengers along the 11.2 
mile G Line and provide more transit 
options and connections throughout the 
region. The G Line is part of FasTracks, 
RTD's voter-approved program to expand 
rail and bus service across the greater 
Denver metro area. 

Final testing and commissioning of the G 
Line is underway. Crossing tests, 
integrative testing, operator training and train tests will be followed by a full system performance 
demonstration, which is the final testing phase. Before the rail line opens to the public, thorough testing 
of all mechanisms along the alignment is required by RTD, the Public Utilities Commission and the 
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA). Photo above: Testing of the train at the Pecos Junction Station.  

The FRA requires testing of train horns at the 17 crossings. Adams County and the city of Arvada have 
already submitted applications for quiet zones along the line, which means trains cannot sound their 
horns unless there is an emergency or maintenance workers are near the tracks. Until quiet zones 
are in place, however, trains will sound their horns as a safety precaution for motorists and pedestrians. 

Aside from construction and testing, the 41st and Fox pedestrian bridge is now open and connects the 
Highlands and Sunnyside neighborhoods. While the bridge is open, the nearby 41st & Fox Station will 
remain closed until the G Line opens this fall.  

http://www.rtd-denver.com/g-line.shtml


 
41st & Fox Pedestrian Bridge 

Moreover, finishing touches are being put to the seven new Park-n-Ride stations, as well as final 
electrical work, installation of platform signage, handrails, benches and trash receptacles and 
improvement of curbs, gutters and sidewalks. 

Excitement builds for R Line opening in Aurora by year’s end 
The entire 10.5-mile track, from the existing Nine Mile Station at I-
25 and Parker Road to Peoria and I-70, has been installed for the R 
Line, which will run north and south through Aurora and is 
expected to open for service by the end of 2016.  

This new light rail line will offer more transit connections options 
for riders in the greater Denver metro region and give passengers 
access to the Aurora City Center, the University of Colorado 
Anschutz Medical Campus, the Fitzsimons Life Science District, 
Denver International Airport and Denver Union Station, as well to 
stops in the Denver Tech Center, city of Lone Tree and at 
RidgeGate.  

This video, produced by AuroraTV, illustrates how far the line has 
come since construction began three years ago. 

Civic Center Station redevelopment is underway 
 

 
RTD’s 30-year-old Civic Center Station is getting a major facelift. 

Construction began July 1 and will last about 12-18 months. The renovated station will be a multi-modal, 
state-of-the-art transit center to complement Union Station and will provide improved connections and 
convenience for RTD passengers. 

http://www.rtd-denver.com/r-line.shtml
http://www.rtd-denver.com/r-line.shtml
http://www.rtd-fastracks.com/i225_329
http://www.rtd-denver.com/civic-center.shtml


The building design includes a rebuild of the bus concourse with nine bus bays and a bus ramp extension 
connecting Broadway to Lincoln Street. The redesign also creates a new terminal building enclosed in 
glass and constructed in such a way that pedestrians will have a clear view from the 16th Street Mall to 
the State Capitol. 

 
Rendering of Civic Center redevelopment project with view from 16th Street Mall to the State Capitol. 

Located at Colfax and Broadway, the station is one of RTD’s busiest regional bus transit centers, serving 
18 routes and an average of 15,000 daily passengers. It is also the turnaround point for RTD’s free 16th 
Street MallRide and Free MetroRide downtown shuttle.   

Get details about the station closure, route detours, ticket sales outlet and Lost and Found. 

 RTD’s Citizens Advisory Committee appoints five new members 

 
Members of the CAC, from left to right: Ryan McCaw, Rodger Hara, Joseph Lamers, Karen Stuart, Bob Rizzuto, 
Joanna Morsicato, Jeff Kraft, Darcy Wilson, Richard Valenty, Heather Cronenberg, Ken Claussen, Saundra Dowling 
and Cynthia Stovall. Not pictured are Bill Maestas, Del Phillips and Vivian Stovall. 

Five new members have been appointed to the RTD Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC).  

The 17-member committee advises RTD on its voter-approved FasTracks program and on the agency’s 
strategies and initiatives. Committee members represent a wide variety of backgrounds, interests and 
professional experiences. They also host public outreach meetings to keep metro-area citizens informed 
and to seek input from communities about FasTracks progress and RTD programs.  

The new members are: 

http://www.rtd-denver.com/civic-center.shtml#district-project
http://www.rtd-fastracks.com/main_11


Gabriella Arismendi is a transportation planner for Stolfus and Associates in the Denver Tech Center and 
resides in Littleton, RTD District H.  

Joseph Lamers is retired from the Metropolitan State University of Denver, where he worked in a variety 
of information technology positions. He lives in Lakewood, RTD District M. 

Ryan McCaw works for nonprofit Metro West Housing Solutions, an affordable housing and human 
services provider. He lives in Denver, RTD District D. 

Joanna Morsicato is a manager for environment and planning focused on transportation at Michael 
Baker International. She lives in unincorporated Jefferson County, RTD District N. 

Del Phillips is president, Greater Metro Denver Ministerial Alliance, and founder and convener of the 
Colorado Black Leadership Caucus. He lives in Denver in RTD District A. 

New Transit Lines Opening in 2016 

 

 

  

 

 

Stay tuned for more information on the exciting opening of these transit lines. 
http://www.rtd-denver.com/Fastracks.shtml  

  

Progress Updates 
Central Rail Extension  

Denver Union Station  

Eagle P3 Project  

East Rail Line  

Free MetroRide 

Gold Line 

I-225 Rail Line 

July 25 

http://www.rtd-denver.com/Fastracks.shtml
http://www.rtd-denver.com/Fastracks.shtml
http://www.rtd-fastracks.com/cc_1
http://www.rtd-fastracks.com/dus_12
http://www.rtd-fastracks.com/ep3_2
http://www.rtd-fastracks.com/ec_1
http://www.rtd-fastracks.com/ddc_1
http://www.rtd-fastracks.com/gl_1
http://www.rtd-fastracks.com/i225_1


Maintenance Facilities 

North Metro Rail Line 

Northwest Rail Line 

Southeast Rail Extension 

Southwest Rail Extension 

U.S. 36 Bus Rapid Transit 

West Rail Line 

RTD Board Meetings 
The RTD Board holds regular meetings most Tuesdays. Learn more… 

Calendar of Events 
For a complete listing of upcoming events and activities, click here. 

Now Presenting 
To schedule a FasTracks presentation for your group or organization, contact the FasTracks 
Public Information Team today at 303-299-6990. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
FasTracks is RTD's voter-approved transit expansion program to build 122 miles of commuter rail and 
light rail, 18 miles of bus rapid transit service, add 21,000 new parking spaces, redevelop Denver’s 
historic Union Station and redirect bus service to better connect the eight-county district. For more 
information about FasTracks, visit www.rtd-fastracks.com.  
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